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The Manchester Citizens Corp., which is

being honored for its continuing work to revi-
talize Manchester, its youth employment pro-
grams, and for the creation of a comprehen-
sive neighborhood revitalization plan that re-
sulted in a successful application for a HUD
HOPE VI grant.

Mr. Nate Geller, of Highland Park, who is
being honored for his long-term commitment
to Pittsburgh’s young people through his ef-
forts as a volunteer baseball coach, basketball
coach, and soccer coach, and for his volun-
teer work for the Sister Cities organizations as
an organizer of the 1995 visit here by the Rus-
sian Junior Olympic Baseball Team.

The Northside Leadership Conference and
the Spring Garden Neighborhood Council,
which are being honored jointly for success-
fully developing and marketing the Vosscamp
Villas townhomes on Vosscamp Street in
Spring Garden.

The Overbrook Community Council and the
West End-Elliott Joint Project, which are being
honored jointly for their efforts to secure gov-
ernment action on a comprehensive flood con-
trol project along Saw Mill Run, a stream in
Pittsburgh’s southern and western neighbor-
hoods.

The Pittsburgh Downtown Partnership,
which is being honored for its volunteer effort
to enhance the image of the downtown Pitts-
burgh business district through beautification
and clean-up projects, public safety advocacy,
retail management seminars, and marketing
and promotional activities—including Sparkle
Season, a successful Christmas shopping
marketing program designed to attract shop-
pers back to the downtown business district.

Pittsburgh Cares, which is being honored for
its efforts to recruit and coordinate volunteers,
including corporately sponsored groups, for
numerous and wide-ranging community serv-
ice projects benefiting individuals, nonprofit or-
ganizations, and neighborhoods throughout
the city of Pittsburgh.

The Overbrook Teen Council, which is being
honored for its many community service ef-
forts, including service to senior citizens,
young people, and the community at large,
and for its efforts in support of a comprehen-
sive flood control project along Saw Mill Run.

Preservation Pittsburgh, which is being hon-
ored for the second year in a row for its efforts
to preserve—and encourage the restoration
of—important buildings and landmarks in the
city. Its most notable projects this year con-
sisted of the Mary Schenley and Westing-
house fountains in Oakland’s Schenley Park.

Mr. Randy Gilson, a resident of the Mexican
War Streets, for his leadership in beautification
efforts on Pittsburgh’s Northside, including the
creation of more than 40 community gardens
and parklets, largely at his own expense.

The South Side Local Development Co.,
which is being honored for its successful 10-
year effort to revitalize the Carson Street
shopping district, its community planning and
housing development efforts, and for its advo-
cacy efforts on behalf of Monongahela
riverfront development and enforcement of
local zoning ordinances.

The Squirrel Hill Urban Coalition, which is
being honored for its role in creating the Squir-
rel Hill Citizens Patrol, an all-volunteer public
safety organization that patrols neighborhood
streets and reports illegal and suspicious ac-
tivity to local police authorities.

This year, the Observer’s Humanitarian
Award goes to Mr. Stanley Frankowski, who is

being honored for his fundraising activities on
behalf of people in need of organ transplants,
and for undertaking a public relations and
legal campaign that convinced a major health
maintenance organization to agree to pay for
a liver transplant that they had previously de-
nied, thus extending and probably saving the
life of one of his employees.

The Observer has chosen Mr. Randy Gilson
as this year’s Man of the Year. Mr. Gilson was
chosen because of his strong leadership and
his commitment to public service, and be-
cause he provides an excellent role model for
other city residents—and, in particular, for
young people living in Northside neighbor-
hoods.

The Observer has chosen Ms. Rebecca
White as its Woman of the Year. Ms. White is
being honored for providing retail consulting
services to neighborhoods and organizations
in the city of Pittsburgh, as well as for working
diligently as a volunteer with numerous com-
munity and business groups. She is also being
honored for her contributions to the renovation
and rehabilitation of Lawrenceville business
district in the years since 1988.

Finally, I also want to commend Michael
Romanello and the Observer newspaper for
organizing this dinner to recognize those indi-
viduals and organizations who embody the
spirit of Pittsburgh in their service to their com-
munity. I also want to thank the paper for the
high-quality service that it has provided to
many of Pittsburgh’s communities. The Ob-
server provides many neighborhoods with
timely information on important local affairs
and issues. This paper has helped to bring
many of our communities together and to give
voice to their concerns.

All of these individuals and organizations
have made significant contributions to the peo-
ple and communities of Pittsburgh. Without
generous volunteers like these, the qualify of
life in our city would be much lower. They de-
serve our thanks and commendation. I salute
their selfless service.
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Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to bring to the attention of my colleagues the
achievements of Msgr. Harry J. Byrne, pastor
of Epiphany Parish, on this happy occasion—
the 50th anniversary of his priestly ordination.
Monsignor Byrne has played an extraordinary
role in my community, both in civic and in spir-
itual matters.

The Monsignor entered St. Joseph’s Semi-
nary in 1940, was ordained on December 1,
1945, and later went on to complete a doctoral
degree in Canon Law at the Catholic Univer-
sity of America, in our Nation’s capital.

After holding varied positions with the Arch-
diocesan Chancery, Monsignor Byrne was ap-
pointed Chancellor in 1968. Through his work
with the Archdioces, he was part of an enor-
mously successful project under which $300
million low and moderate income housing
units were constructed.

Later, as a public appointee of Mayor Ed-
ward I. Koch to the Rent Guidelines Board, he
was actively involved in a host of issues con-
cerning affordable housing and housing rights.

Many New Yorkers are indebted to Mon-
signor Byrne for his tireless efforts on behalf
of tenants who undoubtedly gained because of
his fair and just voice on the Rent Guidelines
Board.

In 1982, Monsignor Byrne was appointed
pastor of Epiphany Parish, where his dedica-
tion and devotion have earned him the praise
of all who have had the good fortune to work
with him. During his tenure at Epiphany Par-
ish, Monsignor Byrne has been a creative and
innovative leader. Among the important
changes he has initiated are the early intro-
duction of altar girls, the establishment of a re-
stricted endowment fund, and the expansion
of the Epiphany School. The Monsignor’s ef-
forts do not stop at the church doors. He vol-
unteers in the community as well, serving as
vice president of the local Ronald McDonald
House.

Monsignor Byrne is a very special friend of
mine who has given a great deal to his com-
munity through his work in religious realm as
well as his involvement in housing issues and
other volunteer activities.

So I ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Monsignor Byrne on his extraor-
dinary achievements and in wishing him well
in his next 50 years of service to God and to
his community.
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Mr. HINCHEY. Mr. Speaker, a renewed ef-
fort is underway in New York State urging the
U.S. Postal Service to issue a postage stamp
in memory of U.S. Vice President and Gov-
ernor of New York, George Clinton.

George Clinton was the ‘‘George Washing-
ton’’ of New York. The State’s first Governor,
he had a pivotal role in the transition of New
York to a State from a colony. As a patriot, cit-
izen-soldier, and military strategist, he helped
write an important chapter in the American
way for independence.

Few realize today that George Clinton was
a monumental public figure and statesman
who went on to serve terms as Vice President
under Thomas Jefferson and James Madison.
He is the only Vice President in U.S. history
to serve in that position under two separate
administrations.

The Militia Association of New York, a de-
fense advocacy group representing over 2,000
New York Army and Air National Guard and
State militia component officers, and many
other New Yorkers, are asking the U.S. Postal
Service to issue the stamp on July 26, 1999,
on the occasion of the 260th birthday of Gov-
ernor Clinton. Mr. Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues and fellow citizens to join us in this
worthwhile effort.
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